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Chapter Events Calendar Speaker Bio and Abstract ASHRAE Student Design Competition 

Chapter Officers SMACNA PDH Seminar on Duct Design Winter Golf Outing Results 

Chapter Committee Chairs 8 for 6 – 8 Meetings for the price of 6 “From the Desk of the Historian” 
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To kick off the 2008-2009 Chapter year, we have a joint meeting with the Kansas 
City ASPE chapter with a seminar on Variable Speed Pumping at the Boulevard 
Brewery put on by Reece Robinson of Grundfos.�� ���������	����
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Reece Robinson will discuss some basic concepts of variable speed pumping 
(not just show those boring old affinity law equations that you see in magazine 
articles). 
 
The following concepts will be discussed  
 

�  Proper use of affinity laws 
�  Control Curve vs. System Curve 
�  Control Parameters 
�  Will energy savings actually be achieved/how to determine this 
�  Motor Requirements (What is “Inverter Duty”) 

 
Typical HVAC and Plumbing examples will be used to illustrate the above. 
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Reece Robinson is the Applications Engineering Supervisor for 

packaged pump systems at Grundfos Pumps Corporation, a pump 

manufacturer with its North American headquarters in Olathe, KS.   

 

He has been with Grundfos for 12 years and provides training, 

technical support and marketing support for their variable speed 

packaged pumping systems. 

 

Prior to Grundfos, he worked for a consulting engineering firm, providing energy 

analysis and HVAC system design.  Mr. Robinson received a B.S. degree 

(Mechanical Engineering) from California State University – Fresno. 
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Elvis has left the building.  The King is dead…    Not really, Jeff will live on as our Past 
President and will be a great asset as Past President during my term.  It will be hard to follow 
his reign.  Jeff has resurrected the Technical Seminar program, started the Winter Golf 
Tournament and has spearheaded a logo design for our chapter that is almost complete.  
Please make sure to thank him for the fantastic job he did last year, in his previous positions and in the year to 
come.  Blake Ellis has been working hard on our programs this year and he had most of the slots filled by early 
spring.  It is going to be another exciting year of programs.  Our first meeting is coming up soon and it should be a 
fun one as it is a joint meeting with ASPE on “Variable Speed Pumping” at the Boulevard Brewery.  
 
I just got back from the Region IX Chapters Regional Conference (CRC) in Park City which is a 3 day conference 
that includes the political side of the region’s business as well as training for chapter committee chairs.  I acted as 
Delegate and Kelly Johnson as Alternate in the business sessions where Society level nominations are voted on 
and regional positions and awards are nominated and voted on as well as governmental motions are made.  It is 
not a very exciting portion of the conference but is essential as we are conducting business and nominating 
leaders that will impact the future of ASHRAE.  In the recent past only the Delegate and Alternate have attended.  
Thanks to Jeff’s involvement he attended as Past President, Blake Ellis as CTTC (Programs) Chair, John Fawcett 
as Historian and Dwight Davis as ECC (electronic communications) Chair.  The committee chairs said they 
learned a lot in their training sessions that will help in their positions.  Even at six attendees we still had lower 
attendance than the Rocky Mountain, Nebraska and other chapters and encourage all committee chairs to make 
plans now to attend the 2010 CRC in Springfield, Missouri on August 12 -14. 
 
A part of the CRC is the Awards Luncheon where chapter and individual awards are presented.  The Kansas City 
Chapter was well represented again this year with the following awards: 

 
Award Recipient 

· Membership – 2nd Place Kansas City Chapter 
· Membership – Red Ribbon Award  -  

Tom Benassi 
· Research Promotion – Goal  - Stuart Braden 
· Research Promotion – Full Circle  -   

Stuart Braden 
· Research Promotion – Silver Ribbon Award  - 

Stuart Braden 
· Presidential Award of Excellence –  

Honor Roll  - Jeff Ewens 
· PAOE – Special Citation  - Jeff Ewens 

· 1st Place – “Institutional Buildings – Existing”  
category-Oak Ridge High School 
Submitted by Rod Oathout of DLR Group 

· 1st Place –  “Public Assembly – New 
Construction”  category  – University of 
Oregon Basketball Arena 
Submitted by Eric Taylor of Henderson 
Engineers 

· 1st Place –  “Commercial Buildings – Existing” 
category-Bass Pro Shops, Sportsman Park 

             Submitted by Phil Nehring of P1 Group, Inc. 
 
Our Research Promotion campaign was successful in spite of the weak economy.  We raised $24,658 which was 101% 
of our goal even with a few of our top contributors bowing out this year.  Kelly Johnson is our Research Promotions chair 
this year and let’s show him your support and start giving now. 
 
As stated before we have a great slate of programs this year including Gordon Holness, the 2009-2010 Society president, 
and topics such as underfloor air distribution, data center design, commissioning, IBC code changes and a tour of the 
new St. Luke’s central plant and patient tower currently under construction.  Gordon’s theme this year is “Sustaining our 
Future by Rebuilding our Past” concerning energy efficiency in existing buildings.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you might have this year or any suggestions to make 
your association with ASHRAE and our chapter more productive.  My e-mail address is sbraden@wlc-kc.net.  Looking 
forward to a great year and hope to see you at our first meeting on September 14th at Boulevard Brewery.  Like the band 
AC/DC says “Have a drink on me”. 

 
Stuart Braden 
Chapter President 



September 2009         Page 5 of 10 

 

!""#�!"$"�%���������&�
�'�
(��)�������
���������)�� ���

Position Name E-Mail Address Phone 
Number 

Membership Chair Jason Funk funk@hughesmachinery.com  913-492-0355 
Membership Co-Chair Reid Begnoche reid.begnoche@seimens.com  913-905-6765 
Student Activities Chad Bertelsmeier chad.bertelsmeier@siemens.com  913-905-6785 
Research Promotion  Kelly Johnson  Kelly@hms -kc.com  913-894-2030 
Golf Tournament  Tim Powell  powell@hughesmachinery.com  913-492-0355 
Product Dir ectory  Elisabeth Creswell  ecreswell@aeskc.com  913-894-4455 

Chapter Seminar 
Co-Chairs 

Jeff Ewens  
Stuart Braden 
Blake Ellis 

jewens@aeskc.com  
sbraden@wlc-kc.net  
bellis@burnsmcd.com  

913-894-4455 
816-842-8437 
816-822-3332 

CTTC Chair  
Co-Chair - TEGA  
Co-Chair – Refrigeration 
Programs Committee 
Programs Committee 
Programs Committee 
Programs Committee 
Programs Committee 

Blake Ellis  
Dan Ketelle 
Gene Ziegler 
Larry Staples 
Jim Noe 
Stuart Braden 
Jeffrey Ewens 
Blake Ellis 

bellis@burnsmcd.com  
dketelle@trane.com  
ejziegler@parker.com  
lstaples@kc.rr.com  
jnoe@epluses.com  
sbraden@wlc-kc.net  
jewens@aeskc.com  
bellis@burnsmcd.com  

816-822-3332 
913-599-4664 
816-361-3130 
913-341-3068 
913-915-1681 
816-842-8437 
913-304-7533 
816-822-3332 

Honors and Awards  Jeff Ewens  jewens@aeskc.com  913-894-4455 
Chapter Webmaster  Dwight Davis  Dwight.Davis@jedunn.com  816-421-1239 
Chapter Historian  John Fawcett  jfawcett@sunflower.com  913-269-0287 
Calling Committee  Jerri Brewer  jer ri.brewer@hei -eng.com  913-742-5531 
Chapter Communications  Austin Allen  Austin.allen@hei -eng.com  913-742-5608 
Built Environment 
Partnership Chair 

Jim Noe jnoe@epluses.com  913-915-1681 

Chapter Publicity Chair  Larry Staples  lstaples@kc.rr.com  913-341-3068 
PAOE Chair  Jeff Ewens  Jewens@aeskc.com  913-894-4455 

Updated 08/31/09�
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Stuart Braden  President  sbraden@wlc-kc.net 816-842-8437 
Kelly Johnson  President Elect  kelly@hms-kc.com 913-894-2030 
Blake Ellis  Vice President  bellis@burnsmcd.com 816-822-3332 
Jim Van Hoecke  Treasurer  jvanhoecke@mcqueenygroup.com 816-221-0700 
Tom Benassi  Secretary  tomb@foleycompany.com 816-448-5985 
Dustin Schafer  BOG dustin.schafer@crbusa.com 913-742-5712 
Dwight Dav is BOG Dwight.Davis@jedunn.com 816-421-1239 x222 
Jarrod Foster  BOG Fosterj@USEngineering.com 816-753-6969 
Jeff Ewens  Past President  Jewens@aeskc.com 913-894-4455 

  Updated 08/31/09�
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Total Donated  
$24,658 or 101% of our goal 

 
We had a down year for the Kansas City Chapter in 

support of ASHRAE research in 2009 which is understandable considering the economy.  Each year 
our chapter is given a target goal by our Regional Vice Chair (RVC) for Research Promotions for 
raising funds through donations and events for Research Promotions, including our annual calling 
campaign.  Our goal was $24,486 and we were able to raise $24,658 which is 101% of our goal. 
 
Thank you to all our engineers, contractors, sales reps, owners and individuals who were able to give 
this year in spite of the economy.   With your help, we were still able to make goal.   
 
I would also like to thank our 2009 calling campaign committee members.  This is a tough job to ask 
people for money and to have to follow up with the donors to make sure that their donations get sent 
in on time and they did a great job.  Our committee members are listed below: 
 

Frank Schroer  John Fawcett  Jeff Ewens  
Erica Reading  Blake Ellis  Dieter Myers  

Brandon Ackley  Chad Bertelsmeier  Jim Noe  
Stuart Braden  Tom Benassi  Jeremy Brock  
Kelly Johnson  Jim VanHoecke  Jim Burger  

 
Kelly Johnson will be our Research Promotion Chair this year and will be providing us updates in 
our newsletters and our meetings during the year.  Please contact him with any donations or 
questions you might have.  We will recognize our 2008-2009 donors at our Donor Recognition Night 
on December 7th.  All donors should plan to attend so they can receive their certificates and awards 
and to be recognized by our members for their support of ASHRAE Research.  If you were a donor in 
previous years and have not picked up your certificates or awards please pick them up at that time. 
 
It is not too early to start donating now. It appears that we are slowly coming out of the recession and 
we look forward to successful campaign. 
 
Thanks again for all your help 
 
Stuart Braden 
2008-2009 Research Promotions Chair 
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  SAVE MONEY!  The KC-ASHRAE board of directors has decided to offer a discount for any 

members wanting to pay for all meetings in advance.  We are offering all 8 meetings for the 

2009-2010 year for $120.00.  This is 8 meetings for the price of 6.  Simply pay $120 at the 

door of the first meeting and inform them you are taking advantage of the yearly discount. 
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  Kansas State University’s entry in the ASHRAE’s 2009 Student Design Project Competition 

for the HVAC System Selection Category has been selected as the First Place Winner.  The 

judges said that the mechanical drawings were first rate, and that they had excellent 

creativity in design.  On behalf of ASHRAE’s Student Activities Committee, I would like to 

commend you on your excellent work.   
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    You may have heard the saying that "...those who fail to study history will be doomed to 

repeat it".  When we understand where we have come from and how we got where we are 

now, we are better equipped to move forward into the future.  In light of this, I will be taking 

the opportunity this year as ASHRAE historian to share with our readers interviews with past 

ASHRAE presidents.  I will also be interviewing significant members of our local engineering 

community to document mechanical systems and technologies that have been prevalent in 

the past.  If any of our members have suggestions for someone they would like to read about 

in this column, please send me an email at jfawcett@sunflower.com.  Additionally, I will work 

on digitizing significant ASHRAE documents and creating an archive of past newsletters.  

Hope to see you next month at the historian's desk. 
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SMACNA-KC cordially invites your members to attend an industry information session 

presented by Eli Howard, Executive Director of Technical Services, SMACNA National.  The 

presentation will include the most up-to-date information in the following areas: 

 

HVAC Air Duct Leakage & HVAC Systems Duct Design (Engineers, Contractors) 

This would explain the basics of duct design and then how to perform and measure for duct 

leakage 

 

HVAC Duct Systems Inspection (Engineers, Contractors & Code Officials) 

A good primer for what to look for and assess during the inspection phase 

 

HVAC Duct Construction Standards (Engineers, Contractors & Code Officials) 

Specific program on the use/application of the HVAC-DCS 

 

PDH’s for engineers and LUs for architects will be available for attending. 

 

When:  September 25th, 2009 

            8:00 am – 10:00 am – Breakfast provided 

 Where: Sheet Metal Local #2 Union Hall 

            2902 Blue Ridge Boulevard 

Kansas City, MO  64129 

 

Registration is available on our website, www.smacnakc.com , under the Calendar link.  

Questions?  Call SMACNA-KC at 816-421-3360. 

  

Join us to learn the latest in green technology, network and enjoy breakfast – we look 

forward to seeing you there. 
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   ASHRAE Putt-Putt Pub Crawl   
 

The first annual KC ASHRAE Putt-Putt Pub Crawl in March was a success.  We had over 90 
participants ranging throughout all age groups in ASHRAE.  If you missed it this year, don’t worry as 
we have already begun planning for next year’s event.  Please let us know if you would be interested 

in being a part of the 2010 Pub Crawl Committee. 
 

Please recognize the sponsors that helped make this event possible. 
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The following table is the Kansas City ASHRAE Chapter Meeting and Events planned for the 2009/2010 
Chapter year.  Additional programs, tours, and speaker ideas are welcome.   Contact Program Chair, Blake Ellis 
at bellis@burnsmcd.com . 

 
Topics, speakers, meeting times listed are subject to change or revision.  Watch for updates in future  
newsletters and on the Chapter website. http://www.kcashrae.org/                 
                    

 
Date 

 
Event/Speaker 

 
Subject 

Special Night 
Special 

Guest(s) 

 
Social 
Hour 

Sponsor 

 
Location 

Time of 
Event 

Sept 14 
2009 

Reece Robinson 
Variable Speed 

Pumping 

Joint 
Meeting with 

ASPE 

Variable 
Speed 

Grundfos  
Boulevard 
Brewery 
KCMO 

5:30 pm 
to 

8:15pm 

 
Oct 5 
2009 

 

Dan Int-Hout 
Underfloor Air 

Distribution 
Membership 
Promotion 

N/A N/A 
Holiday 

Inn Hotel 
and Suites 

 
11:30 am 

to 

1:00 pm 

 
Nov 2 2008 

 

Gordon Holness 
ASHRAE 
Society 

President 

ASHRAE 
Presidential 

Update 

Student 
Night 

Students TBD 
Holiday 

Inn Hotel 
and Suites 

5:30 pm 
to 

8:00pm 

 
Dec 7 
2008 

 

Fred Stack Data Center Design 
Research 

Recognition 
N/A N/A 

Holiday 
Inn Hotel 

and Suites 

11:30 am 
to 

1:00 pm 

 
Jan 11 
2010 

Brian A. Rock, 
Ph.D., P.E. 

Room Air Distribution 
/ Ventilation 

Effectiveness 

Membership 
Promotion N/A N/A 

Holiday 
Inn Hotel 

and Suites 

5:30 pm 
to 

8:00 pm 
 

Feb 1 
2009 

 

Dan Kelley 

IBC Code Changes 
for Mechanical 

Engineers 
Past Presidents N/A N/A 

Holiday 
Inn Hotel 

and Suites 

11:30 am 
to 

1:00 pm 

Mar 1 
2009 TOUR 

St. Luke’s Hospital 
Central Plant 

Student Night Students TBD St. Luke’s 
Hospital 

 
5:30 pm 

To 
8 pm 

 

 

Apr 5  2009 

 

TBD Commissioning TBD TBD N/A 
Holiday 

Inn Hotel 
and Suites 

11:30 am 
to 

1:00 pm 

April 2010 Tech 2010 
Kansas City ASHRAE 

Chapter Seminar, Regional Chapters, KC 
Affiliate Organizations 

TBD TBD 

May 2010 34rd Annual Golf Tournament 

 

TBD TBD 

 


